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UNTIL within a few years, thp study of the Natural 
Sciences was almost entirely neglected in our country. 
The Philosophicid Society of this city, was for a long 
time the only institution in the least devoted to that pur- 
suit; and its character for wise and learned men has ex- 
tended to every part of the earth where cultivated intel- 
lect is valued. In the year 1 8 12, the Academy of Natural 
Sciences was formed in this city, and a great impulse was 
given to the study of the productions of the earth, which 
has extended its influence to almost every order of^the 
community. In consequence of the great increase in the 
number of those whose inclination would lead them to 
studies of this kind if opportunities were afforded them, 
it was proposed to form another society, offering greater 
facilities to those whose means would not enable them to 
become members of those already in existence. In April^ 
1826, the present association was formed, since which 
time, its increase of members has been almost unpre^^^l 
cedented among similar societies. y^ ' 
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From the very extensive acquirements, and profound 
research of William Maclure, Esq. and his munificent 
patronage of science in all parts of the world, it was una- 
nimously resolved, ths^ as a just tribute to his merit, his 
name should be affixed to the embryo institution. 

The constitution has been • based* on the most approved 
models of the day, and every advantage has been afford- 
ed, even to the least informed, to pursue with effect eve- 
ry branch of Natural History. The objects of the insti- 
tution, |tf( Q3^r^9sed by,the constitution, arc^ <^|p^|Hl^mote 
a knowledge of the arts and sciences, by the forma- 
tion of a cabinet and library, always accessible to its 
members; by occasional as well a^s re^lar courses of lec- 
tures; by holding frequent meetings for written and ver- 
bal communications, and by publishing a Journal of such 
articles as shall be deemed worthy of more extended cir- 
culation." The cabinet is designed to be arrange sys^ 
tematically, so as to afford the best opportunity for exa- 
mination. As the delivery of lectures has been found of 
such great advantage, both in this and in other .institu- 
tions, ^very opportunity has been given to those dispo-. 
sed to favour the society, and to produce this effect n^qre. 
fully, it has been resolved, that any member presenting 
specimens, should be invited to give a description, and 
if the donor decline, or the present come from a forei^ 
source, the president should appoint another to give the 
iIlufi(tration. This arrangement has been attended with 
great ad vantage,. and an almost constant supply has been 
afforded of useful entertainment Original communica- 
tions, on any subject connected with science, philosophy, 
or the arts, were invited from all persons, whether mem- 
bers or strangers, and the call was answered so promptly, 
and effectively, that in October, 1826, only six months 
from the very formation of the society, it was resolved, 
to commence the publicatioji of the Journal, to be issuedj 



not at vegulai" pferiodsy but when the matter on 'hand 
should be thought sufficiently important to be given to 
the world. A second number appeared in July, 18d7> 
and a third in January, 1829. The three numbers con- 
tain five fine plates, two of them colored. 

These are all that have been published, for, though suf^ 
ficient material has been received or offered for a much 
greater amount, it was considered that the matter and 
manner of publication was of far greater importance to 
the world and to the Lyceum, than the rapid produc- 
tion of numbers containing little of interest, and badly 
"got up.'* This Jpurnal, which has been entitled the 
** Contributions of the Maclurian Lyceum to the Arts 
and ScienceSy^^ has been made a very useful medium of 
communication with other societies, and foreign members, 
and many valuable books and donations have been in 
consequence received. 

Though the Lyceum has been at much expense in is- 
suing a Journal, challenging comparison in appearance, 
and perhaps real value, in proportion to its size, with that 
of any other institution, it was thought advisable to affix 
a very moderate price, that its benefits might be extendi- 
ed far and wide. 

When the constitution was formed, the expense attend- 
ing a membership was taken into serious consideration, 
and it was thought proper to reduce the sum to a point 
within the power of persons of moderate means, it always 
having been well known, that those possessing literary or 
scientific tastes and talents, were generally men of limit- 
ed circumstances. The society having found that even 
so small a contribution as had been at first determined, 
was unnecessary, and that the sphere of its benefits would 
be much extended by a farther reduction, it has been re- 
cently resolved, that the initiation fee should remain at 
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five dollarsi and the contribution should be two dollars 
per annum. 

There being no expense attending a foreign member* 
ship, and such members enjoying, when in Philadelphia^ 
all the advantages of residents, except a vote at elections; 
majay gentlemen of extensive acquirements have applied 
for such a union with the society. The Lyceum contains 
fifteen hanararyf and thirty corresponding members, em* 
bracing many of the most celebrated naturalists in Europe 
and this country, all of whom have expressed their gra« 
tification for the honor, and promise frequent communi* 
cations to the society. 

This institution, therefore, ofiers to every admirer of 
nature, however contracted his means, an opportunity of 
pursuing the delightful paths of science, and in a country 
whose productions are comparatively so little known, the 
inducements to acquire even a general knowledge is great 
Daily discoveries are made of minerals, plants, and even 
animals, that are useful to mankind, and when the field 
op^n to investigation, is one where nature has revelled in 
her profusion, and seems to have made it her very gar- 
den of beauties, little excuse i*emains for ignoranee when 
the portals of knowledge are so accessible. 
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Lectures delivered htfore the Soekijff from its com- ^ 

mencement. 

Dr. SAMUEL'^FRXB»iiT--<two eouTses on Batangf. 

Br. Caleb B. Matthews— one I^ture on an improve* 
ment on the Double Jicting Stomach Pumpy publish- 
ed in the Med. ReeordeVf 1826 — one on the BosJimief 
or Buffalo of India— do. Scolopendrti— do. Squalus 
or Shark— do. Exocoetus, or Flying Fish, and Eche- 
neisj or Sucking Fish— do. Struthio, or Ostrich — do. 
Boa — do. Concbr— do. Scalops, or Mole— do. Cobra 
de Capell — do. Conchology'-^o. Lutra, or Otter — 
do. Testudo Elephantcpus, or Galapagos Turtle — do. 
on a new Theory of Light — do. two on a System of 
Artificial Memory. 

Dr. John T. Sharpl^ss — one lecture on the Silk Worm 
and its mode of cultivation^ published at the request 
of the flditor, in the Franklin Joumalyl826 — one 
on the Anas Canadensis, or Wild Goose— do. on the 
Cervus Virginianna, or Deer— do. on the Pristesj or 
Saw-Fish— do. on a Plan for National and State 
Museums — ^two on the Circulation of the Blood-^ 
two on Human and Comparative Respiration — two 
on Animal Heat — one on the Viverra Najua, or Bra- 
zillian Weazel— do. on Digestion — ^two on the Eye 
and Vision of Man and Animals-^^ne on the Ves- 
pertilio Noveboracensisy or Bat — do. on the History 
and Habits of the Honey Bee— do. on the Genus 
Bee — ^two on Human and Comparative Osteology — 
one on the Muscles and their Principle of Action — 
two on the Brain and Nerves — do. on the Phenom- 
ena connected with Respiration^ as Voice, Cough- 
ing, Sneezing, etc. 

Dr. Jacob Jeans— one lecture on Zoophytes — do. on the 
Anatomy of the Galapagos Turtkr^^yt on Chem- 
istry-'^iwo on Mineralogy. 
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Jacob GiLLiAMs^^-one lecture on the (Estrius Equij or 
Botts. 

John C. Tkautwikb— one lecture on •Architecture. 

A communication was read, from Dr. Wm. Darlington,^ 
an honorary member, on tS supposed variety of the 
Felis Rufay or Wild Cat Also, one from Jacob Pierce 
on Some new localities cf Minerals — one from Joel 
Millar, of Chester County, a corresponding member, 
. on Ji singular Vegetable production. 

The following papers have been read, and published in 
the "Contributions'* of the Society:— w?n (zccount of 
some new species of Salamcmdersj by Jacob Green, 
Prof, of Chem. in the Jeffsrson College, t^ catalogue 
of the Birds of the United States, by Charles L. Bo- 
naparte. Remarks on some Reptilia of Dr. Harlan, 
by Thomas Say. •A Note on Le Contes^ Coleopterous 
Insects of North •America, do. •A * ^R^ly^* to a Note 
in Harlan^ s Synopsis of American Reptiles, by Jacob 
Green, Pi^of. ect On the Unios of the United States, 
do. New species ofAchatina, with remarks on the 
Ti, or Dracena Terminalis of the Sandwich Islands, 
do. A paper on the Pyroxene, by Gerhard Troost, 
M.D. Remarks on the Jlchatina Stewartii, by Jacob 
Green, Prof. etc. Description of new species offfy- 
fnenoptera of the United States, by Thomas Say. 

The discussion of several scientific questions have also 
taken place, which have proved highly interesting and 
improving. 

The Lyceum has received communications, donations, 
or exchanges, from the following societies: — Linneaii So- 
ciety, London, Royal Institution do. Royal Society do. 
Literary and Philosophical Society of Manchester, Acad. 
Nat Sciences Philadelphia, Lyceum of Natural History 
N. York; several eminent naturalists of Europe have also 
favored the Lyceum with communications or donations. 
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The donations to the cabin^st mi Hbrarf hvve mmy of 
them been extremely valuable, though, from the very re- 
cent origin of the institution, and the prepossession which 
naturally existed for the earlier formed societies, has pre- 
vented that extensive arrangement with foreign sources, 
that no doubt will ultimately be established, and from the 
very favourable sentinients already received, will bring 
great accessions to the collection. 

Among the most valuable donations made to the Ly- 
ceum are — from William Maclure, near 500 specimens 
of Minerals; Geological suites of many of the West India 
Islands; a large collection of splendid Engravings of Sta- 
tuary, Landscapes, and Outlining on many subjects; 
Michaux's Forest Trees, 7 vols. etc. From Thomas Say, 
a large collection of American and foreign shells, and sev- 
eral works on Entymology. From the author, Charles 
L. Bonaparte, a copy of the American Ornithology, 
3 vols, folio; a Synopsis of the Birds of North America; 
a Comparative Description pf the Birds of Philadelphia 
and Rome; and Observations on Wilson's Nomenclature. 
Also a work on the Anatomy of the Encephalous Ani- 
mals, by Dr. Lupi Filio, and a Memoir on the Pernicious 
Insects of some parts of Italy, by Procaccini. 

A splendid collection of Shells, from Nathan Dunn 
of Canton. An Herbarium of 700 species of plants, from 
the neighbourhood of Philadelphia, from Benj. M. Hol- 
LiNSHEAD. A suite of 2S specimens of Iron Ores, from 
Samuel G. Wright. A suite of Minerals of Chester 
County, from Jacob Peirce. A collection of Minerals 
from the Chester County Cabinet. A collection of 
Unios from the Ohio, and also eight species of Salamandra, 
several of them new, from Jacob Green. A living Gala- 
pagos Turtle, from Robert Kennedy. Several of these 
gentlemen have also presented other donations of less 
value. 

B 
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Numerous donations have also been received from the 



following persons: 

HeDiy Stellwagoii. 
Dr. C. B. Matthews. 
Isaac Lea. 
Jacob Gilliams. 
Robert Bickly. 
Jos* Wood. 
Ifrs. Jos. Wood. 
J. J. Lewis. 
Jos. Bolton. 
Isaac Bickly. 
Georg^e L. Johnson. 
Samuel Hufty. 
Joel Millar. 
Itichael Mahon. 



J. Hewitt. 
Dr. Troost. 
Capt. Jesse Elliot 
Thomas Wardle. 
Charles Warner. 
C. A. Le Saeur. 
Thos. B. Wickersham. 
Dr. J« Jeans. 
Renben Hains. 
Titian Peale. 
Wm. Wagner, Easton. 
Dr. Henry Pratt. 
John C. Trautwine. 
Jos. Jacobs. 



Thos. Wardle. 
Thos. Pratt 
Bobert Kennedy. 
John Poor. 
Miles Jacobs. 
Henry B. Kid. 
Major Ware. 
Dr. John B. Godraan. 
Mrs. Dr. Godman. 
James Lawson. 
Wm. Mason. . 

Wm. Muzzey. \ 

Jacob W. Lehr. 
Dr. John T. Sharpless. 



The LiBHAHT is not yet very extensive, but by means 
of donations and purchases it already contains several 
standard works on every branch of Natural History, It 
also receives regularly several periodical publications of 
scientific societies, both of this country and Europe. It 
likewise contains many works on Philosophy, Chemistry, 
the Arts, and indeed, almost every division of Science. 

The Cabinet has been regularly arranged, and in Min- 
eralogy particularly, ofiers to the student an fextensive se- 
ries of valuable specimens. In Shells^ the collection is 
less numerous, but well selected, and from the frequent 
additions it has received, it will ere long possess a very 
respectable character. In Animals and Birdsj the Ly- 
ceum is deficient, from the expense and difficulty of pre- 
servation, as well as the want of sufficient space to shove 
them to advantage. It still, however, has made a reputa- 
ble commencement, and contains several very valuable 
preparations, and when its funds and room will enable 
it, design to add extensively to those departments. The 
number of Reptiles is increasing, and it is but reasonable 
to suppose will be soon a valuable collection. 

By taking a retrospect of what has already been attain- 
ed by the Maclurian Lyceum; by the interest testified by 




